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OCCULT TRAUMATIC LESIONS OF THE CERVICAL AND THORACO-LUMBAR VERTEBRAE.
WITH AN EVALUATION OF THE ROLE OF C.T. By Martin S. Abel. St. Louis, MO, War-
ren H. Green, Inc., 1983. 382 pp. $42.50.
This is a good radiological text covering occult traumatic lesions of the cervical,
lower thoracic, and lumbar spine, especially for residents in radiology,
neurosurgery, neurology, and orthopedics. The book reviews a topic which has not
been widely covered in the literature.
The major emphasis of this expanded second edition is the cervical spine, com-
prising seven of its ten chapters. A new chapter correlating radiologic anatomy and
pathology with clinical symptoms has been added to the original edition published in
1970. Furthermore, interesting sections were included on optimal visualization
techniques and demonstrations of experiments in occult traumatic lesions. In
general, the quality ofreproduction ofradiographs and computed tomography (CT)
scans (as well as their discussions) are excellent.
The clinician may take exception to some of the comments in Chapter VI on
symptoms, such as attributing eight years of intermittent days of "blinding
headaches" to a unilateral compression of C2. Overall, however, clinical comments
throughout the text are both interesting and useful.
Radiographic comments are, in general, excellent in the text. Good CT scan
reproductions emphasize bony structures, rather than soft tissues, which is ap-
propriate for this volume. The major emphasis of this text is on conventional
radiographic views, with only a single chapter illustrating CT examinations. This is
somewhat of a limitation in an era when CT scans are proving more and more useful
in spinal trauma diagnosis, particularly in cases of obscure traumatic lesions.
Overall, this is a useful text for residents in radiology and other concerned fields,
as well as for attending physicians in related specialties. Medical students will also
find this book a good introductory radiological text for cervical and thoraco-lumbar
spinal trauma.
ISAAC GOODRICH
Section ofNeurological Surgery
Yale University School ofMedicine
and
MATTHEW R. MOORE
Medical Student
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SKELETAL DYSPLASIAS. Edited by Costas J. Papadatos and Christos S. Bartsocas.
New York, Alan R. Liss, Inc., 1982. 546 pp. $60.00.
This volume represents the proceedings of the Third International Clinical
Genetics Seminar held in Athens, Greece, in May 1982, and successfully reviews the
historical, clinical, genetic, and biochemical aspects of the skeletal dysplasias.
The book begins with a section devoted to a review of skeletal dysplasias and con-
tains a very interesting paper by Bartsocas detailing his observations in ancient
Greek literature and art of the occurrence of many of the skeletal dysplasias dis-
cussed in this volume. In another section entitled "Clinical Aspects of the Skeletal
Dysplasias" are many individual papers in the style of case reports on a large variety
of recognizable skeletal dysplasias, some of which occur all over the world, some
more parochial, and a few private syndromes. There is no attempt at an overview orBOOK REVIEWS 253
diagnostic algorithm for these disorders. Many ofthe papers, however, record com-
ments by members of the audience at the end of the papers. These comments are
often interesting and lend some breadth to the papers themselves. The reader who
cares for patients with this group of disorders will recognize in most of these papers
the frustrations involved in making a specific diagnosis. Ofparticular interest to the
more general reader is a review of osteogenesis imperfecta and the biochemical
understanding of that group of disorders at the time of the symposium. There are
discussions ofhistology and electron micrography which offer information that may
be of diagnostic value to clinicians caring for patients with this group of disorders.
The population and epidemiological section may be of more general interest.
There is a very interesting paper by Chen which includes an exhaustive table of the
known skeletal dysplasia syndromes ofwhich mental retardation is a part. This is an
extremely helpful table for differential diagnosis. One paper about the paternal age
effect in new mutations for achondroplasia raises questions about the routine ap-
plication of ultrasound in prenatal diagnosis during pregnancy in a woman where
paternal age is greater than 35 or 40. One section is devoted to prenatal diagnosis of
the skeletal dysplasias. This section only comprises 40 pages in this volume and in
another three or four years that will surely be a considerably longer section. There is
much normative data but only one report of an abnormal fetus diagnosed by this
method.
This book will be ofgreat value to dysmorphologists, pediatric geneticists, and or-
thopedists who are caring for and diagnosing children with this very complex group
of skeletal disorders. The presence of a large number of case reports with unusual
presentations, parochial, and private syndromes will be very helpful to the
diagnostician. Radiologists will find the volume ofvalue. Those interested in further
research into the pathogenesis and molecular biological basis of these disorders will
find it an entree to this literature, but much has been accomplished in the
biochemistry and gene definition of the osteogenesis imperfecta and Ehlers-Danlos
syndromes since this volume was published.
MARGRETTA R. SEASHORE
Departments ofHuman Genetics and Pediatrics
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PLATELETS: PATHOPHYSIOLOGY AND ANTIPLATELET DRUG THERAPY. By Harvey J.
Weiss. New York, Alan R. Liss Inc., 1982. 165 pp. $22.00.
The author states in his introduction that the aim of this volume on platelets is to
review their biological properties and biochemical pharmacology and to survey the
present status of antiplatelet therapy in clinical medicine. He succeeds admirably in
this endeavor.
This slim volume is divided into four chapters. The first chapter discusses platelet
activation from a morphological, biochemical, and physiologic point of view. It is
notable for a lucid discussion of platelet regulatory mechanisms, including the role
of calcium, cyclic AMP, and the relationship of platelet and endothelial cell pros-
taglandins to platelet function.
The second chapter reviews general disorders of in vivo platelet secretion and
discusses thrombosis, atherogenesis, vessel wall inflammation, platelet immunologic
reactions, and malignancy. These latter sections are useful in that the author pro-
vides a brief review of the literature which should be helpful to individuals starting
out in the field and who would benefit from a succinct overview.